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L evels of demographic development of Kathua town: A geographical analysis

Verinder Singh

Abstract: Demography is a vital indicator which is helpfor the process of development in a region or area.
As man is the major source of developmental procEse proposed study deals with the study of lewéls
demographic development of the study area. Theréoar sub indicators of demography which have haken

in the present study. These include i) Total pojputeaii) Density of population iii) Sex ratio and)iPopulation
growth rate. On the basis of these indicators thelwise levels of demographic development of thdysarea

is obtained during the year 2001. The levels of agmaphic development are computed through composite
score. Composite score of each wards of Kathua twagnbeen calculated separately. The data coltefdiothe
proceeding study is done through primary and semgnsurvey. The study reveals that there is a gra@ation

in the levels of demographic development of Kathoan. In the study area distribution and density of
population are generally higher along the natidrighway because of industrial growth and betterleympent
opportunities. The population distribution and dgns also higher near the down town area whegerethis
facility of all sort of marketing. The populatioma area of the study area is increasing with tifrfeere are
certain factors which are responsible for increggiopulation of study area. These are: Urban ennpoy,
Industrial growth, Educational hub, Administrativeit, Migration due to construction of Ranijit Sadgaam,
Better infrastructure facilities etc. The studyaateas slightly low to balanced sex ratio and thedle enjoy
good status and get better employment and educapiportunities.

Key words: Composite score; demography; development; indicatdran employment.

Introduction economic development cannot be separated from each
other. It is to be realized that demographic
The term demography has been derived from twdevelopment is a major component of development
Greek words meaning ‘Demos’ the people angrocess. Various scholars have explained the
‘graphy’ to draw or write. Thus literally speaking,demographic development in their writings and
demography is concerned about writing concerningxplanation, while attempting to study over all
the people (Sharma, 2000). The Science afconomic development. Social Statistics division of
Demography is related with  compilation,United Nations identified sixteen demographic
categorization, inter-relating the data regardingndicators and grouped them into four categories:
habitation, background sex composition, age stractuPopulation stock, birth, deaths and migration. Some
co-habitational practices, birth, death, procregtio additional demographic indicators were also listed
natality, morbidity and migration. It is a study ofunder categories and sub-categories (Social Statist
population behaviour over time and its causes ardivision, 1975). Rao (1977) suggested sixteen
consequences in temporal and spatial details (Rangepulation indicators to discern the stage of Socio
1990). Demography plays a significant role in theconomic development. Growth rate, birth rate, leat
development process of a town or region. The pocesate, general fertility rate, net rural-urban migra
of development to a large extent is determined bwate and percentage of urban population. His focus
demography of an area, which forms the maiwas on different elements of population dynamics as
ingredient of space. Traditionally it has beenepresentative of development level. A major point
recognized as both a factor and a consequence aafution in this case would be to interpret a given
development (Spengler, 1968)is well-ascertained population dynamic only in the context of total
fact that the demographic pattern and process@bSo situation of an area. For instance, rural-urban
migration may suggest a high employment potenfial o
towns but in reality, it could be the consequente o
rural impoverishment as is the case in many of the

Verinder Singt><) densely populated developing countries. Gosal and
Department of Geography, Krishan (1979) examined the demog_raph|c aspects of
Govt. Degree College Billawar, development through fourteen indicators: one
Kathua, J&K, India. pertaining to urbanization, four to literacy, anidento
Email: verindersingh@gmail.com occupational structur&heir attempt was pointed as a

systematic analysis of pattern of demographic
development.

Thus it is clear from the above review that
demographic indicator is an important indicator for
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social and economic development of an area. In ttf# Material and methods

present research, demographic aspects like size of

population, population growth rate, density of2.1 Study Area

population, and sex ratio have given due importance

and been investigated. No doubt there are some otHd1e area under study lies in the south of Jamntheat
aspects of demography, like migration, birth raté."oothills of Shiwaliks. Its boundaries touch Sydtra_ki
death rate, life expectancy and age structurendtich N the north towards Jammu and Magar khad in the
are the indicators of socio economic progressdata south towards Punjab. Where as it is bounded by foo

on these counts are generally not available forIIsm£‘i"_S Of_ kandi Shiwaliks belt in the east and Andhe
units like ward wise. Hence these could not b lains in the west. The Kathua town stretches betwe

i ' 2° 37" north to 752" east longitude (Fig., 1). The
adopted as indicators for proposed study. In th

. . ) study area is well knitted with national highwaydan
proceeding study the main concern is about thEISievqink >rloads which are supposed to be thg arte&r(ijes of

of demographic develo_pment of the study area. TlEconomic development. According to the census of
levels of demographic development have beepyg; the total area of Kathua town was 12.31 sq. km
calculated with the help of composite score. Théxmaas for as the population of the study area is come
thrust of this study is to find out the spatio-t@mal s concerned it accounts for 53,555 persons aaogrdi
variation of demographic development of Kathuag the census of 201The Kathua town has Municipal
town. The main objectives of the study were: (i) Taorporation and has 17 wards. The town has great
find out ward wise levels of demographicmarket facility and well transports connection whic
development of Kathua town, (i) To analyze howfacilitates the adjoining rural population. The dstu
demographic scenario of the study area has bearea has its own importance as it has great hub of
changed with changing time, and (iii) To highlighe industries in its outer growth provide employmeat n
reasons for increasing and decreasing demograpl@inly to local resident but also to the residents of
development of each wards of the study region. adjoining areas.
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Figure 1. Location map of the study area
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2.2 Methodology

study composite score is used to find out the ewél

demographic development of Kathua town and for this

concentration of population in these wards is that
these wards have less space for spreading of human
Philosophy behind the basic methodology of thigopulation due to which people forced to migrate to
study is to assess how human welfare is deternijed other wards of the town which have open space for
economic and spatial development which in theettlement. The category and composite score af tot
modern age is largely gauged through speed. In thi®pulation of Kathua town ward wise is shown with
the help of table 1 given below.

Table 1. Total Population of Kathua town.

the values of the indicators have been calculabed f

. .| Composite | Number of
each ward. The values of the wards have been give®ategories Scors wards Name of wards
weightage on the basis of the following formula: High >1.35 3 1.3&13.
ji Medium 0.65 -1.35 6 2,4,6,7,10&12
Wi = -~ Low <0.65 4 5,8, 9&11.

V.

al

where W = weightage on ‘I’ indicator J’ ward,
V; = value of ‘I indicator in ‘J’ ward, and ¥ = value
of ‘I indicator in study area

After calculating the mean and standard deviatio **
of each indicator their standardized values is ¢bout
and on the basis of the mean and standard deviati ..
the values are grouped into five categories.

Categories : Range of values

Kathua Town : Total Population 2001 Ward Wise

32240N

307N

High : Mean + (0.67SD) to mean + (1.T)S ™
Medium : Mean — (0.67SD) to mean + (0.67SD) y
Low : Mean — (1.15SD) to mean — (0.BYS ol >

In spite of composite score certain quantitativi Legend
techniques; GIS techniques, tables and simp .
statistical techniques were processed. Data cimlect ™| =—==—— - — o
is done through primary and secondary survey. B ;

Figure 2. Ward-wise population of Kathua town

3. Results and discussion

3.3 Density of Population

3.1 Levels of demographic development It is evident from figure 2 that ward no. 5, 6, &

Demography is a vital indicator which is helpfur fo comes under high population density with composite
the process of development in a region or area. Agore more than 1.64. The main reason behind the
man is the major source of developmental processigh population density of these wards is that the
There are four sub indicators of demography whictvards have less space and high population due to
have been taken in the present study. These includghich persons per sg. km is higher in these warls.

(i) Total population, (ii) Density of population, second line of medium population density with
(iii) Sex ratio, and (iv) Population growth rate. composite score ranging between 0.34 to 1.64
includes five humbers of ward i.e. ward no.1, 374,
and 11. The reason behind the medium density of
Figure 2 shows that ward no. 1, 3 and 13 had higiopulation in these wards is that these wards have
concentration of population with composite score ofood infrastructure faciliies and well developed
more than 1.35 of Kathua town in 2001. This higltolonies than other wards of the town. There ate fo
concentration of population is because of largewarho number of wards in the low category of population
of migration to these wards from Basholi anddensity with composite score less than 0.34. It
adjoining areas due to construction of Ranjit Sagancludes ward no. 2, 10, 12 and 13. The reasombehi
Dam. The location of DC office and Governmenthe low density in these wards is that these whad®
College near ward no. 1 and 3also boost populatidarger area and less population. Some of thesesward
distribution. The second line of populationhave well developed agricultural land due to which
concentration i.e. medium category with compositpeople do not sell their land for residential piegs
score ranging between 0.65 and 1.35 is found iMwamore over these lands were mostly occupied by land
no. 2, 4, 6,7,10 and 12. This medium category ajwners which restricted the settlement in theselsvar
population concentration is because these wards are Taple2. Kathua Town: Density of Population 2001

3.2 Total population

generally located near the market centre whigh .

facilitates the people to reside there. The third the | Categories g(?;rqsoste Or\flwabr%rs \tlva;rnssof

last line of population concentration with compesitjgn > 1.64 4 5.6 8&9.
score less than 0.65 includes four numbers of war@gedium 034 to0 1.64 5 1,3 4, 7 &11.
i.e. ward no. 5, 8, 9 and 11. The reason behindbtve [ [ ow <0.34 4 2,10,12 & 13
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e e e e e s weme 3.0 POpUlation growth rate
Kathua Town : Density of Population 200N
2001 Ward Wise 'y As we are talking about the population growth @ite

o aa _..Kathua town it was 35.58% in 1981 which increased

[N - ~up to 73.35% in 2001. This shows that in the gap of

l o twenty years the population growth rate of Kathua

\ [ A **»>town had increased up to 37.77%. This increase in

D population growth rate is because of expansion of
~ l...Kathua town from 1.67 sqg. km in 1981 to 12.31 sq.

: . km in 2001 and secondly the natural cause of iserea

e ~— in population. It is evident from the figure nothat

— 4 e ““ward no. 3, 4 and 13 comes under high category with

329220N

— 5" composite score more than 1.48. This is becauseé war
o i m e =2»110. 3 and 4 were newly constructed wards and have
== well planned colonies which attract the people from

densely populated wards to these wards. On the othe
hand ward no. 13 was well connected with national
3.4 Sex ratio highway and industrial estate which attracts theppe

to reside there. That is why these wards depiah hi
The next sub indicator of demography is sex r&&x population growth rate.

ratio is an important indicator for socio- economic  The medium category of population growth rate
development of an area. The area with high ser ratiwvith composite score ranging between 0.52 to 1.48
depicts the high and healthy status of women it th@hcludes ward no. 1, 2, 5, 6, 9 and 12. The reason
area whereas on the other hand the area with lowggghind the medium population growth rate in these
level of sex ratio shows the lower and poor statius \ards is that most of these wards are near to rharke
women. Figure 3 tends to show that ward no. 6 d@nd tenters and occupied by government offices which
comes under high sex ratio with composite Scoremofyijitates the people to live there. The last gatg of

:232 %/vgﬁ JthpS:s??eniclzicr)]ri Orfar:;g;”geﬁ}:gg% ’gf; opulation growth rate is low which includes war n
1.06 includes nine numbers of wards i.e. ward n@,2 ' 8, 10 and 11. The low category of population

5 7 8 9 10. 12 and 13. These medium and hiﬁ]rowth rate in these wards is only because thesdswa
céte,gor,ies’ of éex ratio in fhese wards is due te ma'€ deprived of proper infrastructure. facilitiesdan
selective migration in these wards for the sake fther development programmes which force the
getting employment in industrial and other sectorfopulation to migrate from these wards to otherdsar
Ward no. 1 and 4 comes under low category of s the town.

ratio with composite score less than 0.96. This is Table4. Population Growth Rate of Kathua town.

Figure 2. Population density in various wards of Kathua Town

because of high rate of female mortality in theseds. Categories Composite | Number Name of
Table 3. Ward-wise sex ration of Kathua Town Score of Wards | Wards
Cateqories | COmPosite  [Number | Name of High >1.48 3 3,4&13.
ategories | ..o of Wards | Wards Medium 0.52t0 1.48 6 1,2,56,9&
High >1.06 2 6&11. 12.
Medium 0.96 to 1.06 9 2,3,5,7,8,9, | Low <0.52 4 7,8,10&11]
10, 12 & 13.
Low <0.96 2 1&4. i ki s
N Kathua Town : Population Growth Rate 240N
2001 Ward Wise .
Kathua Town : Sex Ratio 2001 Ward Wise a0y P w<§:§>=

32230
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Figure 4. Population growth rate of various wards of Kathua
Figure 3. Sex ratio of Kathua town town.
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